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down to the pettiest chief in  central India, then resorted; or in other words, to endeavour^ to make his army support itself.   This system of indiscriminate violence, which appears on the first view to confound all rights and property, and to attain its ends by any expedient, was, nevertheless, not without its distinctions; certain principles being recognized, and, generally speaking, well observed by all parties. The Bheels and other tribes of petty robbers, plundered wherever they could.   The chiefs of the Pindarries  often  contracted   obligations with the principal sovereigns of the country, which limited their depredations ; and though these freebooters had never established any character for good faith or honor, they had a knowledge of their own interests which constituted some check on their proceedings.    The Grassiah, or Rajpoot chiefs, who, deprived of their lands by the Mahrattahs still claimed a share of their revenues, on the ground of their ability to injure them, were satisfied with a fixed or known Tunkhwah, or tribute from certain territories, on which they had a real or   pretended   claim;   and   their   irruptions were directed to enforce this payment.    The latter class of freebooters were always natives of the soil, and generally the friends, often the relations,  of the  zemindars,  or landholders. Their war was with the government, not with the inhabitants. The next and highest descrip-